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grain elevators, furniture factories and many
minor industries. It is the seat of Midland
College (Lutheran), Saint Benedict's College
and Mount Saint Scholastica's Academy
(Roman Catholic), and there is a state sol-
diers* orphans' home. Population, 1920,
12,630; in 1930, 13,024.
ATEABAS'KA, a former district of
Canada, belonging to what was known as
the Northwest Territories. It covered an
area of 251,300 square miles, and was in-
cluded between the parallels 55 °N. and 60 °N.,
and the meridians 100 °W. and 120 °W.
Athabaska was divided in 1905, the western
part becoming the northern half of Alberta
and the central part the northern half of
Saskatchewan. A narrow strip on the east-
ern border, at that time added to Keewatin^
was joined to Manitoba in 1912.
ATHABASKA LAKE, a large lake in
Canada, situated in the northern part of the
provinces of Alberta and Saskatchewan. It
is about 200 miles long and thirty-five miles
wide at its broadest part. Its waters are
carried to Great Slave Lake through Great
Slave Eiver. The northern shore is high and
timbered with fir, spruce and poplar. The
southern shore is low and level.
ATHABASKA RIVER, a river of Canada
which rises in Alberta on the eastern slope of
the Rocky Mountains and follows an easterly
and northerly course to Athabaska Lake. It
then flows out of the western end of the lake
and unites with the Peace River to form the
Slave, Prom, its source to the lake the river
is 750 miles long; its junction with the Peace
occurs fifteen miles north of the lake.
ATSAPAS'CAN INDIANS, a great fam-
ily of North American Indians who lived in
the vast region which extended from Alaska
through British North America to the north-
ern boundary of the United States, and in
isolated groups south as far as Mexico. A
single tribe living near Lake Athabasca bore
this name. The Chinook, Apache and Navajo
are Athapascan. The language of these
scattered tribes was practically the same.
With the exception of the Navajo and Apa-
ehe* they were not warlike. Those of the
north Hved by hunting and fishing, while the
tribes of the Pacific coast lived in permanent
villages. The Athapascans of Alaska, Can-
ada and the United States number at present
t $0,000.
the doctrine that denies the
of God.  Atheism is contrary to the
 instincts of man, yet doubtless there have
been individuals who sincerely believed that
no God is possible. Agnosticism, which is
sometimes confounded with atheism, is the
belief that the existence of God cannot be
proved.
ATH'ELSTAN (895-940), the first mon-
arch who was known officially as king of
England, succeeded his father, Edward the
Elder, in 925. He was victorious in his
wars with the Danes of Northumberland and
with the Scots, and after his great victory
at Brunanburh he governed in peace. Athel-
stan was a grandson of Alfred the Great.
ATHENAEUM, the temple of Athene (or
Minerva) at Athens, where poets and men of
letters met and read their productions. The
same name was given at Rome to the school
which Hadrian established on the Capitoline
Mount for the promotion of literary and
scientific studies, and provided with a regular
staff of professors. Similar institutions were
established at Lyons, Marseilles and other
places. In modern times the same name is
given to literary clubs and establishments
connected with the sciences.
ATHE'NE. See misterva.
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^ THENS, atWen*, a name
that is associated with
the finest achievements in
art, philosophy and lit-
erature that the world
has ever known. Athens,
"the eye of Greece," was
in ancient times the cap-
ital of Attica and the
nucleus of an empire,
and it was also the cen-
ter of a culture so lofty
in ideal and attainment
that it is still the wonder
of mankind. To-day the
city is the capital of the
modern kingdom of
Greece, and its history is
merged with that of the whole country. In
the period of its glory the people of Athens
were first of all Athenians, and secondly
Greeks.
Modern Athens. The city is situated on
a plain between mountainous country and the
sea, about 360 feet aWe sea leveL Its
ancient harbor, Piraeus, is about five miles
distant, on the Gulf of Aegina. The mod-
ern city extends in the fpm of a creseeat
about ihe^ove^^/^I^aty/' which',

